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“The North of Tyne is a fantastic base for QuantumDX. The breadth of talent in the region is
great and the access to three world-class universities has allowed us to grow our business
with top talent. The vibrancy of the city, coupled with a fast-paced life sciences sector
means more people and businesses see the opportunity to be part of an evolving and
exciting journey. “
Dr Jonathan Peat, Director of Business Development, QuantuMDx Group Ltd
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NORTH OF TYNE
North
of Tyne

North of Tyne refers to a geographic area within the
North of England covering Newcastle, North Tyneside,
and Northumberland.
Filled with stunning natural
landscapes, great people, and a
strong track record of creating
jobs and supporting world-leading
businesses, this diverse location
offers an array of opportunities for
anyone looking to work, live and
invest here.
We work very closely with our
neighbouring partners to ensure
that the North East of England as
a whole provides a comprehensive
offer to businesses looking to locate
and thrive here.

www.northoftyne-ca.gov.uk

The North East of England’s £1.7bn
regional life science eco-system
employs almost 8,000 professionals
in almost 200 companies, who
operate globally from our region.
Combined with affordability and
quality of life, the area offers health
professionals and investors the
opportunity to live a balanced life
and to build a career at the
forefront of global scientific
innovation and invention.
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HEALTH AND
LIFE SCIENCES
The North of Tyne is a popular hot
spot for innovative and ambitious
Health and life science companies.
The dynamic, forward-thinking
companies who are based in The
North of Tyne are at the forefront
of global innovation, leveraging
research and development and
support from our world-leading
universities and outstanding NHS
Trusts, which are among the largest
and highest achieving in the country.
The region has a strong history of
innovation in healthcare, taking
research through to application.
We developed the world’s first
‘three-person IVF’ technique,
performed the first UK baby heart
transplant, and are recognised as a
centre of excellence for a range of
specialist and acute NHS services
– including treating the UK’s first
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Covid-19 patients. The strength of
our ecosystem led Pfizer to open its
first UK INSPIRE site in partnership
with Newcastle Upon Tyne Hospital
Foundation Trust and Microsoft
to undertake some of its first UK
healthcare Artificial Intelligence
(AI) learnings with Northumbria
Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust.
The UK’s life science sector is
growing rapidly and there is a strong
pipeline of businesses wanting to
expand and locate themselves here,
from innovative start-ups and spin
-outs to established global brands.
The North of Tyne has attracted
huge interest from these businesses
who see the potential in our region’s
eco-system - a place to grow and
commercialise research, innovative
ideas and bring new products
to market.
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PARTNERSHIPS WITH MAJOR
GLOBAL BRANDS INCLUDING

PFIZER, MICROSOFT
& GOOGLE-FITBIT

GLOBAL FIRSTS IN RARE AND
MITOCHONDRIAL DISEASES,
RENAL ISSUES AND CANCERS

STRENGTHS IN:

HEALTHY AGEING,
DIAGNOSTICS, PHARMA,
CANCER AND RARE DISEASE.
PURPOSE-BUILT

LABORATORY FACILITIES

CLINICAL TRIALS

www.northoftyne-ca.gov.uk

33%

OF THE UK’S
PHARMACEUTICAL GDP

7,000 SKILLED EMPLOYEES

UK HOTSPOT FOR
NATIONAL
INNOVATION
CENTRE
FOR AGEING

£10.5

BILLION
TURNOVER

WORLD-LEADING

UNIVERSITY RESEARCH

THREE CQC OUTSTANDING
HOSPITAL TRUSTS
NORTH EAST INNOVATION LAB

2
0
0
BUSINESSES

5

WHO’S HERE
From established international businesses to high-growth SMEs, university spin outs
and start-ups, these are just some of the innovative and dynamic businesses in North
of Tyne that span the health and life sciences ecosystem, from discovery to large scale
production.
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“Newcastle and the wider region
has a lot to offer life sciences. It has
three research-intensive universities
in close proximity, who are open to
collaborate with the third sector and
help to facilitate interactions with
researchers who are internationally
renowned in their fields. The city is
also a fantastic place to live which
is great for staff recruitment and
talent retention. Newcastle offers all
the benefits of a large city but is less
than 15 minutes from coast and rural
countryside.”
Dr Marie Labus, CEO,
Amlo Biosciences

“The city and the surrounding area is
a vibrant place to live and boasts two
of the best hospitals in the country,
making collaboration on clinical
projects much easier. Over the last
10 years the life science scene in
Newcastle has grown exponentially.
There is a long history of scientific
excellence, with the translation of
this into commercial entities
becoming the normal route for
many technologies.”
Sam Whitehouse, CEO, LightOx Ltd
www.northoftyne-ca.gov.uk

7

NETWORKS
The North East is known for its collaborative and supportive ecosystem.
Innovation in the region is nurtured by many networks that offer expert
support to businesses developing products and services for the health
and life sciences sector.
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OUR ASSETS
THREE OUTSTANDING HOSPITAL TRUSTS
Within the North of Tyne, we have three
outstanding hospital trusts that place huge
importance on innovation and collaboration.
The Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals NHS
Foundation Trust is one of the UK’s largest,
with only one other Trust providing a greater
range of specialist services than any other
group of hospitals.
The trust was rated ‘outstanding’ for the
second time in a row by the Care Quality
Commission (CQC) in May 2019, the largest
NHS organisation to receive the accolade
twice. The Freeman Hospital, one of the
most experienced and successful solid
organ transplant centres in the UK was also
ranked one of the best hospitals in the world
by celebrated US magazine Newsweek.
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Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation
Trust have also twice been rated as
‘outstanding’ overall by the CQC. They
are the 3rd Largest trauma and
orthopaedics centre in the country and
are one of the North East’s largest
employers with 12,000 dedicated staff.
Northumbria has a track record of
innovation not just in life science, health,
and care, but in commercial enterprise too.
Cumbria, Northumberland, Tyne, and
Wear NHS Foundation Trust (NTW) provides
mental health and disability services and
support across the north of England. They
have also been rated ‘outstanding’ twice
by the CQC, one of the first mental health
trusts in the country to achieve this.
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A NORTHERN RESEARCH POWERHOUSE
The prestigious Research Excellence Framework 2021 (REF) shows that Newcastle,
Northumbria, and Durham universities combined make the strongest team of
researchers outside of London.
REF 2021 results show that Northumbria University has the biggest rise in research
power ranking of any UK university and Newcastle University’s research power has
grown by 65% since 2014.

WORLD-LEADING UNIVERSITIES
AND RESEARCH
Newcastle city centre is home to both
Newcastle University and Northumbria
University, with Durham, Teesside, and
Sunderland universities all within an hours’
drive. Between them, they educate more
100,000 students.

NEWCASTLE HEALTH INNOVATION PARTNERS
One of eight Academic Health Science
Centres in the UK, this unique partnership
works to translate research and innovation
into real world benefit, generating economic
growth opportunities, building a culture
for collaborative working and upskilling the
region’s workforce.

Newcastle University ranks 78th in the world
for scientific performance, this combined
with the sustained progress of Northumbria
University has given the city of Newcastle
a second research-intensive university
with complementary research strengths.

www.northoftyne-ca.gov.uk
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NEWCASTLE HELIX
A vibrant 24-acre district that brings together
a community of industry leaders, businesses,
and top researchers in an internationally
renowned innovation community. Newcastle
Helix boasts the region’s first purpose-built
commercial laboratories, The Biosphere,
and benefits from a well-connected
network across academia, research, and
business. The Biosphere is now home to more
than 20 businesses, forming a vibrant and
innovative life science cluster.

NATIONAL INNOVATION CENTRE
FOR AGEING
A world-leading organisation supported by
initial investment from UK Government and
Newcastle University. Together with VOICE, a
global citizen network, they have developed a
novel approach to Ageing Intelligence®, which
brings together data driven insight and human
experiences to help bring new products,
business models and services to market that
support ageing populations.

NATIONAL INNOVATION CENTRE FOR DATA
Created in 2019 with £30 million of funding
from UK Government and Newcastle
University. Their mission is to transfer
data skills to the UK workforce, ensuring
that organisations across the country are
equipped to reap the benefits of the global
data-driven revolution.
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NIHR INNOVATION OBSERVATORY
A horizon scanning facility, funded by the
NIHR and based at Newcastle University.
They drive innovation in healthcare
technologies through intelligence scanning,
translation, and dissemination, supporting
the NHS, pharmaceutical companies, and
the general public.

INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR LIFE
The International Centre for Life was
established in 2000. Its clinicians and
scientists have led the way in the fields of
genetics and fertility treatment, leading with
the first three-parent IVF treatment.
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EXPERTISE AND STRENGTHS
We are pioneers in pre-clinical research, diagnostics, rare diseases, and healthy
longevity and ageing. Leading the way in pharma production, biotech, and therapeutics.

HEALTHY AGEING
Newcastle University is a global leader in
ageing research, taking discoveries from
the lab to the community, addressing the
challenges of an ageing population. Their
Institute for Ageing has a long history of
research into ageing, positioning them as
global leaders in this field.
•	Newcastle University have ambitious
plans for a new 29-acre development
to be built on a former hospital site.
The vision for the Campus for Ageing
and Vitality is to be the world’s
premier centre for healthy ageing and
living, bringing together world-leading
academics, industry, the public sector,
and local communities to help find
solutions to the complex challenges of
an ageing population.
•	We are the only Biomedical Research
Centre in the country to focus on the
conversion of lab-based research in
ageing and long-term conditions.
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•	The North of Tyne is home to one of two
UK Aging 2.0 chapters, an international
volunteer network of more than 40,000
ageing innovators across more than
30 countries. They strive to accelerate
innovation to address the biggest
challenges and opportunities in ageing.
• Internet of Caring Things is a programme
funded by the North of Tyne Combined
Authority, led by National Innovation
Centre for Ageing, in partnership with
Centre for Process Innovation. They work
with businesses to leverage the huge
opportunity to innovate with emerging
technologies and connected objects,
to not only improve lives, but to take
advantage of the mainly untapped market
of older people.
•	As a result of our strengths, the North
East of England is classed as a High
Potential Opportunity for healthy
ageing, recognised by the Department for
International Trade.
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CLINICAL TRIALS
Newcastle Upon Tyne Hospitals NHS
Foundation Trust has built a global
reputation as a UK hotspot for clinical trials
with dedicated facilities and staff that
support bench to bedside research, through
phases 1 to 4.As a result of this reputation,
it is the preferred site for a number of large
pharmaceutical companies.
Newcastle University partners with the
Newcastle Hospital Trust through the
Newcastle Joint Research Office, who
open doors between industry, researchers,
and clinicians to enable the delivery of

www.northoftyne-ca.gov.uk

high-quality, cutting-edge experimental
medical research. This experience has
led to Newcastle co-hosting the Northern
Alliance Advanced Therapy Treatment
Centre which aims to increase patient
access to cell and gene therapies.
Newcastle University’s Faculty of Medical
Sciences and Newcastle Hospitals operate
four dedicated NHIR funded clinical research
facilities along with cellular therapies
facility, bio-banking and a range of imaging
modalities. These facilities provide the
ideal environment, both for the patients
taking part and the researchers running
the clinical trials.
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DIAGNOSTICS
The North of Tyne has a thriving cluster
of diagnostic businesses and a unique
collection of organisations that are experts
in the development of diagnostic testing,
supporting innovators at every step in their
journey. Cluster organisations supporting
innovation include:
Diagnostics North East (DxNE) is a
partnership bringing together a wide range
of research and innovation infrastructures
supporting the development, evaluation
and adoption of diagnostics. They offer
a streamlined structure within which
innovative diagnostic technologies can be
developed for patient benefit.
The NIHR Newcastle In Vitro Diagnostics
Co-operative generate high quality
evidence that demonstrates the potential
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value of new diagnostic tests. It is a member
of the National Institute for Health Research
(NIHR) MedTech and In Vitro Diagnostics
Co-operative (MIC) network. They can
support diagnostic developers to improve
product characteristics and increase the
likelihood of their test being adopted into
the NHS.
We are also home to the North East
Innovation Lab, who are part of Newcastle
Hospitals and work clients around the globe
to accelerate the advancement and use of
the most innovative diagnostics. They offer
a wide range of services to scientifically
evaluate and validate new products and
have access to a large biobank. Their work
began with Covid-19 diagnostics and has
since expanded to other virus and health
threats, such as sepsis and cancers.

North of Tyne - Home of Health and Life Science

PHARMA PRODUCTION
The North of Tyne is recognised as a major
centre for pharma expertise and capability,
underpinned by strong cluster networks
including Bionow, NEPIC and First for
Pharma. World renowned companies have
chosen to position themselves North of
Tyne, including the long established clinical
trial site in Alnwick, which Quotient Science
continue to invest in to maintain its worldleading technical and pharmaceutical
excellence.
Active pharmaceutical ingredient
manufacturing businesses in the cluster
include, Piramal Healthcare UK Ltd,
premier R&D service provider Pharmaron,
global pharmaceutical company Accord
and Europe’s largest manufacturers of
preventive dietary supplements, Pharma
Nord, as well as headquartered multinational
Organon.
• Combined turnover of £10.5 billion
• 33% of the UK’s pharmaceutical GDP.

DID YOU KNOW?
The North East is one of the strongest
regions in the UK for exports of
medical and pharmaceutical products,
with the commercial base underpinned
by a broad range of expertise in
biotechnology and novel therapeutics.
www.northoftyne-ca.gov.uk
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CANCER

RARE DISEASE

Cancer is a major area of recognised
strength in Newcastle. Cancer research
at Newcastle University has a 40 year
history and its work impacts upon oncology
research and practice worldwide. In 2009
the Newcastle Cancer Centre was launched,
a Newcastle University led partnership with
charities and NHS trusts which now has
an international reputation in developing
and testing new treatments including 2
approved medicines Rucaparib, Erdafitinib
and 2 drugs in clinical evaluation.

Newcastle has a distinguished 50-year
history in Rare Disease. We pioneered
clinical care and established world leading
linked research programmes in rare disease
areas including neuromuscular disease,
immunodeficiency, rare liver disease
and mitochondrial disease. Our work has
transformed clinical care for patients and is
built on a track record of highly successful
collaborations with multiple stakeholder
groups. The Newcastle Centre for Rare
Disease launched in 2020 leverages
this experience to support universities,
hospitals, patient organisations, networks,
policymakers, and companies, who share
their goal of improving the lives of people
living with rare disease.

18

North of Tyne - Home of Health and Life Science

www.northoftyne-ca.gov.uk

19

SKILLS AND TALENT
Newcastle has a working population of 2.7 million within an hour’s drive.
Newcastle University is a global top 100 university for scientific performance with
academic centres for excellence at our five regional universities in age-related
diseases, personalised medicine, and digital healthcare. More than 125 undergraduate
and postgraduate courses related to health and life sciences are available across our
region, offering investors a highly skilled future workforce.
Businesses locating here benefit from the city’s ability to attract and retain talent
The North East of England has:

Over one quarter
of students
studying life
science related
subjects.
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A high density of
STEM students
– 50% of the
total student
population.

50,000 students
studying in our
city centre across
two universities one of the most
concentrated
student
populations in
the UK.

20,000
international
students every
year: bringing
extensive
second language
capabilities to our
region.
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A CONNECTED
LOCATION
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AIR
Newcastle International Airport is located
in the centre of the North East and is a very
accessible regional airport. The A1(M) north
and south bound connect directly to the
airport via the A696 dual carriageway.
The airport flies to over 70 destinations in
26 countries across the world.

ROAD
The area is served by the A1(M) and A19
main routes from North and South, and
the A69 from the West, connecting the
North East to both Scotland and the rest of
England. The Tyne Tunnel forms part of the
A19 strategic route, between North Yorkshire
and Northumberland, linking the stunning
coastal towns and busy ports of the North
East. With low commute times, low parking
charges and beautiful views from the car
window, the North East offers commuters a
low stress and cost effective journey.

SEA
With the Ports of Blyth and Tyne, the region
offers excellent transportation links for
imports and exports via its deep water ports
which offer state of the art logistic solutions.
Both ports have rail access, providing
quick and easy access to the UK Freight

www.northoftyne-ca.gov.uk

railway network. In addition to this, the
Ports of Blyth and Tyne have excellent road
connectivity, offering multimodal transport
solutions for the movement of raw materials
and finished products.

RAIL
National Rail Network
The East Coast Mainline electrified railway
connects London to Edinburgh via the North
East of England. With stations throughout
Northumberland and Central Station
in Newcastle, the region can be easily
accessed and travelled across via train.
London can be reached in just 2 hours and
35 minutes with trains running every 30
minutes. Edinburgh, the Scottish Capital, can
be reached in 1 hour and 35 minutes
Tyne and Wear Metro
The Tyne and Wear Metro system connects
Newcastle, Gateshead, South Tyneside,
North Tyneside and Sunderland through a
quick and reliable fleet of metro cars.
Northumberland Line
A new passenger rail service between
Ashington and Newcastle is set to open
in 2024.
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KEY SITES
1

NEWCASTLE HELIX

2

THE BIOSPHERE

3

AIRVIEW PARK

4

COBALT BUSINESS PARK

5

QUORUM BUSINESS PARK

6

ASHWOOD BUSINESS PARK

7

WEST HARTFORD BUSINESS PARK
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A189
Port of Blyth
Cramlington

Port of Tyne

Prudhoe
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1 NEWCASTLE HELIX
A £350m innovation district that brings
together industry leaders, businesses, and
top researchers into an internationally
renowned innovation cluster. It is becoming
a landmark location for science, technology,
business, living and leisure.
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THE BIOSPHERE, NEWCASTLE HELIX

The Biosphere is part of a community of
scientists, innovators, businesses, and
academics on Newcastle Helix. This fitfor-purpose laboratory and office building
is dedicated to life science research,
development, and commercialisation.
It provides growing life science
businesses, ambitious entrepreneurs,
innovators, and academics with the
infrastructure and research facilities
they need to commercialise their ideas
and innovations.

www.northoftyne-ca.gov.uk
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3

AIRVIEW PARK

Set to be one of the region’s most
strategically important developments and
providing exceptional connectivity to the
North East, Scotland and further afield,
AirView Park is located only six miles from
Newcastle city centre and on the edge of
rural Northumberland.
The Park will offer 175,000 sq. ft of
bespoke offices, tailor-made to suit
businesses wanting to relocate to more
cost effective ‘out of town’ premises.
Adjacent to Newcastle International Airport,
the development offers local, national,
and global links -a first class business
destination.
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4

COBALT BUSINESS PARK

Cobalt Park is the UK’s largest office park
and is situated near Newcastle’s city centre
and airport. It is one of the best-connected
and sustainable parks in the UK, located just
off the A19 and close to the Tyne Tunnel.
Procter & Gamble, Accenture, Sage, DXC
Technology and EE are just some of the
big-name brands that have chosen to
make it their home alongside Northumbria
Healthcare’s non-clinical site.
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QUORUM BUSINESS PARK

Home to some of the UK’s best-known
businesses, Quorum is a successful
business park in North Tyneside creating
over 5,000 jobs in the area. The park boasts
a range of leading businesses with Balfour
Beatty, Tesco Bank, Verisure, Sitel and
Greggs’ headquarters among its portfolio.
Quorum is less than four miles from the
centre of Newcastle, enjoys excellent
transport links and also benefits from an onsite sports club, cafes, and training facilities
– all of which make it a hugely attractive
location for ambitious businesses that want
to attract the best talent.
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ASHWOOD BUSINESS PARK

Ashwood Business Park is strategically
located in Northumberland with excellent
connectivity including direct access to the
A1 and A19 as well as access to Newcastle
International Airport and the Port of Blyth.
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WEST HARTFORD BUSINESS PARK

A 52-hectare site 9 miles North of
Newcastle’s City Centre. West Hartford
Business Park is strategically located,
being approximately 9 miles north of
Newcastle city centre, 2 miles to the A1.
The site sits adjacent to the established
international business cluster with
a significant subsector focus on
pharmaceutical manufacturing and life
sciences alongside advanced manufacturing
and logistics.
It offers the ideal opportunity to develop
large scale, edge of town production
facilities with access to talent and
supply chains. Along with its excellent
connectivity, the park also has access
to extensive power and utilities including
the potential to link to the Cramlington
CHP facility.

The park was developed in 2003 and lies
within 8 miles of the areas pharmaceutical
cluster. Ashwood Business Park has
Enterprise Zone status, meaning businesses
can benefit from Enhanced Capital
Allowances on plant and machinery.

www.northoftyne-ca.gov.uk
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QUALITY
OF LIFE
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From the hustle and bustle of
Newcastle city centre bursting with
a vibrant night scene to an array of
countryside walks within national
parks, and miles upon miles of award
winning golden coast line, the North of
Tyne has it all.
It also benefits from a lower than average
cost of living with house prices lower
than the majority of the UK.
It is home to outstanding schools both
public and private as well as colleges and
universities all supporting the production
of the future world class work force.

www.northoftyne-ca.gov.uk
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INCENTIVES
AND SUPPORT
NORTH OF TYNE INWARD INVESTMENT FUND

NORTH EAST FUNDS

£10million is available to support
businesses looking to invest and create
jobs in Newcastle, North Tyneside and
Northumberland.

£120m investment programme available to
SMEs across Durham, Northumberland and
Tyne and Wear. Businesses relocating to the
area may also be eligible.

Inward Investment Fund can contribute up
to 10% of capital costs.

5 funds available: Venture, Innovation,
Development Capital, Growth Capital
& Small Loan.

Grants of between £100,000 up to a
maximum of £1million.

NORTH-EAST LOCAL (LEP) ENTERPRISE
PARTNERSHIP INWARD INVESTMENT GRANT
Supporting major new investments into the
North- East LEP region.
Grants available between £1million-£5million
depending on project.
Supporting capital expenditure in the
setting up of the new operation.
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ENTERPRISE ZONE STATUS

BESPOKE SUPPORT

The North of Tyne is home to a number
of North East Enterprise Zones. These
designated areas provide tax breaks and
government support to investors. Enterprise
Zones are part of the government’s strategy
to support businesses and enable local
economic growth.

Wherever you choose to invest in
the North of Tyne, the economic
development teams in Northumberland,
Newcastle and North Tyneside will
offer tailored support throughout the
investment process.

Each site offers one of the following
benefits:
•	Business Rate Discount - Up to 100%
business rate discount for eligible
businesses.
•	100% Enhanced Capital Allowances - this
tax relief is issued to eligible businesses
making large investments in plant and
machinery within the Enterprise Zone.

www.northoftyne-ca.gov.uk

The teams are on hand to offer guidance
around funding, establish connections
with the local networks, support with
skills, training and recruitment and
property requirements.
For further information and to discuss
opportunities to join our vibrant and
dynamic life science eco-system, please
contact one of the team:
Invest Newcastle
+44 (0)191 424 5785
invest@ngi.org.uk
investnewcastle.com

31

