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HOME OF  
DIGITAL



“The North East has always been a catalyst of creation, the pioneering spirit 
and talent of its citizens continues to reinvent and build on its history. Today 
our area is surging ahead with innovative digital solutions in fintech, life 
sciences, built environment, professional services and public good.

“I am committed to supporting initiatives that develop digital skills and 
nurture a talent pipeline to support the accelerated growth and prosperity 
for our area.”

Ruth Harrison, Global Head of Industry Domains, Thoughtworks
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Filled with stunning natural 
landscapes, great people, and a 
strong track record of creating 
jobs and supporting world-leading 
businesses, this diverse location 
offers an array of opportunities for 
anyone looking to work, live and 
invest here. 

We work very closely with our 
neighbouring partners to ensure 
that the North East of England as 
a whole provides a comprehensive 
offer to businesses looking to locate 
and thrive here.

Our £2 billion+ digital and tech 
industry employs close to 35,000 
people in over 3,500 businesses, 
who operate globally from our 
region. Combined with affordability 
and quality of life the area offers 
health professionals and investors 
the opportunity to live a balanced 
life and to build a career on one  
of the most important most 
important and fast-growing  
tech hubs in the UK.

North  
of Tyne

North of Tyne refers to a geographic area within 
the North of England covering Newcastle, North 
Tyneside, and Northumberland.

NORTH OF TYNE
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Newcastle is recognised as one of most 
important tech hubs in the UK, and is 
a leading smart city, supported by the 
area’s excellent digital connectivity 
and infrastructure. Within the North 
of Tyne region, the sector is seeing 
significant and rapid growth.

We are home to thriving early-stage 
businesses and university spinouts, 
alongside high growth companies such 
as one of the UK’s only FTSE 100 software 
companies Sage PLC, a new BBC Tech Hub 
and Ubisoft’s largest UK Games Studio.

Our strengths include software 
development, data analytics, immersive 
technologies, e-commerce, cyber security, 
consultancy, and games development with 
the geography being the fourth largest 
games cluster in the UK.

We have a strong history of innovation,  
with homegrown assets such as the UK’s 
National Innovation Centre for Data playing  
a pivotal role growing the global data-driven 
economy. Just some of the reasons why 
businesses are choosing the North of Tyne 
as a place to locate and grow their  
digital business.

DIGITAL AND TECH

One of the fastest 
growing tech 
clusters in the UK 

Home to two 
National Innovation 
Centres for Data 
and Ageing

A test bed for 
smart, digital, 
and sustainable 
technologies

Largest set of 
publicly available 
real time urban 
data in the UK
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WHO’S HERE



“Kani was founded in Newcastle, and we are proud to have our head office in 
the heart of the city. The region has been welcoming and really supportive 
of our ambitious plans to grow. There is an excellent talent pool and an 
already diverse range of companies based in the area - we couldn’t imagine 
being based anywhere else! “

Dan Clappison, Chief Operating Officer, Kani Payments

“Newcastle had a bigger role to play in the dawn of the fintech scene than 
most people realise – and still does!”

Joanne Dewar, Vice Chair, Global Processing Services
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KEY PARTNERS AND NETWORKS
The North East is known for its collaborative and supportive ecosystem. Innovation 
in the region is nurtured by its many networks that offer expert support to tech 
businesses to grow, develop new products and services and talent for the digital  
and tech sector.



OUR ASSETS

NATIONAL INNOVATION CENTRE FOR DATA
The National Innovation Centre for Data was 
created in 2019 with £30 million funding 
from UK Government and Newcastle 
University. Their mission is to transfer  
data skills to the UK workforce, ensuring  
that organisations across the country  
are equipped to reap the benefits of the  
global data-driven revolution, lead from  
the north east.
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PROTO
The first digital production facility of its kind 
in Europe. Created specifically for animators, 
film makers and games developers, offering 
3D scanning, motion capture and sound 
recording  in one unique place.

PROTO is part of the Digital Catapult NETV 
network, and is also home to the North East 
Tees Valley Immersive Lab (one of only four 
in the UK).



STELLIUM AND THE AQUACOMMS  
NORTH SEA CONNECT
North of Tyne sees a brand new, secure, 
high-capacity fibre network routeing to 
mainland Europe and the USA. The North 
Atlantic Loop involves transatlantic cable 
routes from the USA to Northern Europe 
through the UK, via the Stellium DataCentre. 
A local 25-mile high capacity fibre network 
gives Newcastle the UK’s best connections 
to businesses in America and Europe. 
Cityfibre’s £50m full-fibre installation 
project places Newcastle in the top tier of 
the UK cities for connectivity.  In terms of 
data connectivity,  it places the north east 
1,000 miles closer to New York than London. 

URBAN OBSERVATORY
Part of Newcastle University, the Urban 
Observatory produces the largest set of 
publicly available real time urban data 
in the UK. A huge amount of sensors 
throughout the city and region gather over 
50 data types on everything from flooding 
to air pollution, traffic flows and even 
the behaviour of bees so that informed 
decisions can be made as we develop our 
cities for the future. With 70% of people 
living in cities by 2050, this work is vitally 
important to ensure that informed decisions 
can be made to protect the environment as 
urban areas are developed.  This data can 
be accessed online and is used by town 
planners and exported across the globe.
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SKILLS & TALENT

The North East of England has:

The North East of England has a working population of 1.7 million within an hour’s drive 
from the North of Tyne area, offering investors a highly skilled future workforce.

Businesses locating here benefit from the city’s ability to attract and retain talent

A high density of 
STEM students 
–50% of the total 
student population  

50,000 students 
studying in our 
city centre across 
two universities 
-one of the most 
concentrated 
student 
populations in  
the UK

20,000 
international 
students every 
year, bringing 
extensive language 
capabilities to the 
region

67,000 STEM 
students across 
five world class 
universities in  
the North East  
of England

DID YOU KNOW?
The North East of England boasts the highest proportion of STEM and computing 
students in the country, with more than 67,000 within an hour’s drive.
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With a world class reputation for academic 
research, Newcastle University is a Russell group 
institution and ranked top 10 in Europe for 
teaching excellence.

Centre for doctoral training in cloud computing 
for big data : A multimillion centre supported by 
Red Hat, Microsoft and other globally recognised 
names, opened in 2014 - producing 100s of PhD 
students specialising in Big Data Analytics.

The Digital institute at Newcastle has 
undertaken more than £50m in research 
grants, with more than 130 academics actively 

involved. The three primary aims of the Digital 
Institute comprise of five digital networks 
representing the main themes of activity, 
which are Digital Science; Digital Engineering; 
Digital Technologies; Digital Culture; and Digital 
Inclusion.

Areas of expertise; Asynchronous Systems, 
Complex Systems, e-Science, Security, Mobile 
Computing, Pedagogy Cybersecurity, Cyber 
Physical Systems, Bioinformatics, Cloud 
Computing for Big Data Analytics, Digital Civics, 
Game Technologies, and Mobile Computing.
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NORTHUMBRIA UNIVERSITY 
Research and innovation at Northumbria is 
undertaken across a wide range of subjects 
both within individual faculties and in specialist 
research centres and clusters.

The Computer and Electronic Security Systems 
group carries out research into fundamental 
algorithms for media, computer and security 
applications including biometrics and tele-
surveillance. The team at Northumbria has been 
involved in various EU funded research projects 
and conducted joint research with companies 
such as Balfour Beatty.

Areas of expertise; Cybersecurity and Trusted 
Networks, Privacy, Global Identity Management, 
Security Visualisation, Useable Security, 
Protecting Citizens, Computer Games and 
Visual Effects, Computer Vision and Artificial 
Intelligence, and Computer and Electronic 
Security Systems.

NORTH EAST FUTURES UTC  
(University Technical College)

Designed especially for those who are 
passionate about science and technology, the 
school is open to young people aged 14-19 years 
old from across the region who wish to pursue 
a career within STEM industries. UTCs are a 
relatively new type of school, which offer high-
quality academic and technical qualifications 
alongside the usual core subjects, with the aim 
of preparing students for future employment.  
They prepare our students for the world of  
work, through business hours and a tailored 
unique approach.

A NORTHERN RESEARCH POWERHOUSE
The prestigious Research Excellence Framework 2021 (REF) shows that Newcastle, 
Northumbria, and Durham universities combined make the strongest team of researchers 
outside of London.  

REF 2021 results show that Northumbria University has the biggest rise in research power 
ranking of any UK university and Newcastle University’s research power has grown by 65% 
since 2014.   
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OUR DIGITAL AND TECH ECO SYSTEM



A CONNECTED 
LOCATION
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AIR 
Only 20 mins from Newcastle City Centre, 
Newcastle Airport is located in the centre 
of the North East and is a very accessible 
regional airport. The A1(M) north and south 
bound connect directly to the airport via 
the A696 dual carriageway. The airport flies 
to over 70 destinations in 26 countries 
across the world.

ROAD
The area is served by the A1(M) and A19 
main routes from North and South, and 
the A69 from the West, connecting the 
North East to both Scotland and the rest of 
England. The Tyne Tunnel form part of the 
A19 strategic route, between North Yorkshire 
and Northumberland, linking the stunning 
coastal towns and busy ports of the North 
East. With low commute times, low parking 
charges and beautiful views from the car 
window, the North East offers commuters a 
low stress and cost effective journey.

SEA 

With the Ports of Blyth and Tyne, the region 
offer excellent transportation links for 
imports and exports via its deep water ports 
which offer state of the art logistic solutions. 
Both ports have rail access, providing quick 
and easy access to the UK Freight railway 

network. In addition to this the Ports of Blyth 
and Tyne have excellent road connectivity, 
offering multimodal transport solutions for 
the movement of raw materials and finished 
products.  

RAIL
National Rail Network

The East Coast Mainline electrified railway 
connects, London England, to Edinburgh 
Scotland via North East England. With 
stations throughout Northumberland and 
Central Station in Newcastle, the region  
can be easily accessed and travelled across 
via train.

London can be reached in just 2 hours and 
35 minutes with trains running every 30 
minutes. Edinburgh, the Scottish Capital, can 
be reached in 1 hour and 35 minutes 
 
Tyne and Wear Metro

The Tyne and Wear Metro system connects 
Newcastle, Gateshead, South Tyneside, 
North Tyneside and Sunderland through a 
quick and reliable fleet of metro cars.

Northumberland Line

A new passenger rail service between 
Ashington and Newcastle to open in 2024.
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1  HOULTS YARD
One of the quirkiest places to be, Hoults Yard 
is home to a broad range of creative and digital 
businesses, and just one of a number of  
co-working spaces available in the city.

2  EAST PILGRIM STREET
East Pilgrim Street represents one of the most 
strategically important areas of the city centre. 
The redevelopment of the site will include a 
retail quarter as well as mixed uses including 
office, residential and leisure.

3  NEWCASTLE HELIX
A £350m innovation district that brings 
together industry leaders, businesses, and top 
researchers into an internationally renowned 
innovation cluster. It is becoming a landmark 
location for science, technology, business,  
living and leisure. 

4  STEPHENSON QUARTER
Arguably Newcastle’s most historic site and 
located just behind Newcastle Central Station, 
this 4 hectare mixed-use site is the industrial 
heart of Newcastle. A mixed use development, 
with a blend of renovated iconic buildings and 
grade A office space.
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5  COBALT BUSINESS PARK
The UK’s largest business park, located in North 
Tyneside and just 20mins from Newcastle city 
centre. The park is home to recognised global 
brands such as Accenture and EE and the new 
Sage Plc Global HQ. With spaces available from 
5,000 to 250,000 sq ft.

6  ASHWOOD BUSINESS PARK
Ashwood Business Park is strategically located 
in Northumberland with excellent connectivity 
including direct access to the A1 and A19 as well 
as access to Newcastle International Airport 
and the Port of Blyth. The park was developed 
in 2003 and lies within 8 miles of the areas 
pharmaceutical cluster. Ashwood Business Park 
has Enterprise Zone status, meaning businesses 
can benefit from Enhanced Capital Allowances 
on plant and machinery.

7  AIRVIEW PARK
Set to be one of the region’s most strategically 
important developments and providing 
exceptional connectivity to the North East, 
Scotland and further afield, AirView Park is 
located only six miles from Newcastle city 
centre and on the edge of rural Northumberland. 
The Park will offer 175,000 sq. ft of bespoke 
offices, tailor-made to suit businesses wanting 
to relocate to more cost effective ‘out of town’ 
premises. Adjacent to Newcastle International 
Airport, the development offers local, national, 
and global links - a first class business 
destination.

8  QUORUM BUSINESS PARK
Located on the edge of the city, in North 
Tyneside, Quorum offers a range of spaces 
for large and small companies as part of a 
community. With current occupiers including 
Tesco Bank, Verisure and Connect Health.



“With less of a need for workers to be based in London, the North East has quickly 
established itself as a new hub for leading technology firms looking to set up shop 
outside of the capital. While I grew up in Newcastle, I spent much of my career in  
the South. When I returned to the North East five years ago, I could see first-hand  
the fantastic pool of talent that is growing in the region. I am incredibly excited  
and to establish Arctic Wolf’s European operations in Newcastle, a city that I  
believe will bring undoubted long-term recruitment benefits to our next phase of 
growth in EMEA.”

 
Clare Loveridge, Arctic Wolf’s Vice President & General Manager EMEA
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QUALITY  
OF LIFE
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From the hustle and bustle of 
Newcastle city centre bursting with 
a vibrant night scene to an array of 
Countryside walks within national 
parks, and miles upon miles of award 
winning golden coast line, the North of 
Tyne has it all.

It also benefits from a lower than average 
cost of living with house prices less than 
less than the UK average.

It is home to outstanding schools both 
public and private as well as Colleges and 
Universities all supporting the production 
of the future world class work force. 
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INCENTIVES  
AND SUPPORT

NORTH OF TYNE INWARD INVESTMENT FUND
£10million is available to support 
businesses looking to invest and create 
jobs in Newcastle, North Tyneside and 
Northumberland.

Inward Investment Fund can contribute up 
to 10% of costs.

Grants of between £100,000 up to a 
maximum of £1million. 

NORTH-EAST LOCAL (LEP) ENTERPRISE 
PARTNERSHIP INWARD INVESTMENT GRANT
Supporting major new investments into the 
North- East LEP region.

Grants available between £1million-£5million 
depending on project.

Supporting capital expenditure in the 
setting up of the new operation.

NORTH EAST FUNDS
£120m investment programme available to 
SMEs across Durham, Northumberland and 
Tyne and Wear. Businesses relocating to the 
area may also be eligible.

Five funds available: Venture, Innovation, 
Development Capital, Growth Capital  
& Small Loan.
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ENTERPRISE ZONE STATUS
The North of Tyne is home to a number 
of North East Enterprise Zones. These 
designated areas provide tax incentives and 
government support to investors. Enterprise 
Zones are part of the government’s strategy 
to support businesses and enable local 
economic growth.

Each site offers one of the following 
benefits:

•  Business Rate Discount - Up to 100% 
business rate discount for eligible 
businesses.

•  100% Enhanced Capital Allowances - this 
tax relief is issued to eligible businesses 
making large investments in plant and 
machinery within the Enterprise Zone.

BESPOKE SUPPORT 
Wherever you choose to invest in 
the North of Tyne, the economic 
development teams in Northumberland, 
Newcastle and North Tyneside will 
offer tailored support throughout the 
investment process. 

The teams are on hand to offer guidance 
around funding, establish connections 
with the local networks, support with 
skills, training and recruitment and 
property requirements. 

For further information and to discuss 
opportunities to join our vibrant and 
dynamic Tech eco-system, please 
contact one of the team:

Invest Newcastle 
+44 (0)191 424 5785 
invest@ngi.org.uk 
investnewcastle.com




